Vitreous findings in cases of optic nerve pits and serous macular detachment.
We examined biomicroscopically the relationship between the optic nerve and the vitreous in 17 eyes of 16 consecutive patients with pits of the optic nerve that demonstrated an associated serous detachment of the macula. The posterior vitreous was attached in 15 eyes (88%); the posterior vitreous was partially detached with a vitreous strand terminating at the optic pit in two eyes (12%). Of the 15 eyes without posterior vitreous detachment, 11 (73%) had an anomalous Cloquet's canal that was markedly condensed and terminated at the margin of the pit. During ocular movement, we observed a back-and-forth movement of the anomalous Cloquet's canal and a pulsating translucent membrane that covered the pit. Our findings suggest that the intravitreal traction on the optic pit by the anomalous Cloquet's canal may have a role in the development of macular detachment.